Meeting re: Traffic Calming in Huish Champflower — 14™ July 7:30 pm

Parish Councillors present:

Stephen Kimsey, Sarah Payne, Marc Vyvyan-Jones, Stephen Powles, Chris Chanter
Plus Parish Clerk Dot Hayward.

Somerset Councillors Present Frances Nicholson and Steven Pugsley
Plus 8 residents

The Chairman of the Parish Council introduction: -

This is not a new issue for the Parish, nor unique to us.
Why — are we discussing this now?

e Noticeable increase with increasingly inappropriate and dangerous driving through the parish over the
last few years.

e Parish Council wants to reduce risk to all and specifically reduce the danger faced by pedestrians,
horse riders, cyclists and other non-motorised road users.

e The Parish Council wants to encourage safe, non-motorised (i.e. active) travel throughout the Parish.

e The Parish Council wants to provide safe access to the village hall, playing field and the recently
renewed children’s play area.

e Fortunately, there have been very few reported road accidents, serious injuries/deaths — but this is
clearly not a sensible reason for not doing anything — especially when we are all aware of the growing
danger.

Who is at fault?
Basically everybody! Some thoughts....

Almost everyone believes they can hear — and even see(?) — what is approaching the other side of a blind
bend — this includes parking on a blind bend

e Residents — easy to become too over familiar with the roads

e Tractors — getting larger and seemingly traveling faster — rarely stop at junctions and present major
issues in the narrowed lanes

e Other very large vehicles — not too many of the logging trucks passing through at the moment, but
there are over-sized vehicles not only causing damage to the roads but also to private property

e ATV’s/Quads — too many are left hand drive or simply driven very badly — or even drunkenly in 1
reasonably recent case

e Vans/Trucks — seem to only go at 50-60+ - local van/truck drivers are probably the worst — combining
over familiarity with the roads and excessive speed -

e New cars — rarely pull-over sufficiently in the narrowed lanes and seem to expect everyone else to
drive into hedges!

e Delivery drivers — generally drive too fast and with little care and attention for other road users —
dangerous parking, stopping, pulling out, reversing, etc..

e Motorbikes — simply not safe to use on our narrowed roads

e Cyclists — almost silent, frequently riding 2 abreast and often unaware of hidden entrances/exists
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e Horse riders — often ride 2 abreast which might be legal but often inappropriate for narrowed roads —
particularly at bends

Some thoughts on general road safety...

e Pedestrians/dog walkers — sadly wearing high-viz must be seriously considered when walking on our
roads, with children walking close to the road edge, dogs on lead and torches to hand at night.

e Horse riders — Though many horse riders carry cameras and the majority have high viz, this group
should take extra care and probably not ride 2 abreast given the narrowness of the roads — particularly
during the summer when hedge growth restricts the road width.

e Cyclists — probably should be more road aware and slow down as their approach is effectively silent.

ALL drivers of ALL vehicle types — need to SLOW speed, stop at ALL junctions and show some
consideration and respect.

Expect the unexpected....

What options have we explored?

A new off-road footpath from close to the Church to the playing field — Sadly an absentee landowner (a

former resident) is not in favour of this — even if the Parish Council were to pay all associated costs and the
route was permissive.

Explor ibility of a formal lower limit — Unfortunately this carries significant costs — c. £15k+
— which is many times the current annual parish precept. To be effective, such a measure would also need
to be enforced — which as we are all aware — would be very unlikely!

Forming a Community Speed Watch group — the police only support such groups where the speed limit is
20, 30 or 40mph — the current speed limit throughout our parish is 60mph for cars & motorcycles and

50mph for vans, tractors and similar. There are, of course, other issues with such a group including
members being subjected to abuse or worse.

Signage — currently this appears to be one of the few affordable options, even though signs would be
advisory and therefore unenforceable.

Renewal of Road Markings — the Parish Council was under the impression that these are to be renewed
soon — we are seeking clarity. Visible road markings would help.

Creating hazards to slow traffic — road humps, chicanes, village gateways, and similar will currently be
unaffordable for us. However maybe we should consider some form/type of moveable signage which can
help to slow traffic for events such as the Fete?

Spoken with the Police — on several occasions, but there is little they can do given the current speed limit.
They will follow-up on video footage of dangerous driving, but even then it is unlikely the evidence would
ever lead to a conviction or penalty. We have also asked for the load of “Police Slow” signs — but to no
avail!

Something we should NOT do

Name and Shame — as tempting as this might be, there are very real legal issues about this sort of action.

Proposed Actions

1 Purchase of Advisory 20mph signs — as per below.
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3

4

RA1 Reflective
Aluminium
composite

300 x 400mm

Post mounting
channelling

Please
Slow Down

Each cost around £40 — so 4 signs = £160. We will also need to source mountings and suitable posts.
Initially to be fixed to posts on each of the renewed village flower beds by each of the village signs.
Further signs to be purchased once we have monitored the impact of proposed measures.

Renewal of Road Markings — including all junctions, SLOW markings and road centres.

Chasing on hedge cutting — to increase road width

Messaging — publicise the advised 20mph and encourage all road users — and particularly residents

—to adhere — to include parish Website and Facebook.
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Discussion

There was then a discussion involving everyone at the meeting and the following suggestions were made: -

Police resources are not there to enforce speed limits and encouraging active travel is made difficult by
these issues.

We could get a speed indicator device, but these are expensive to buy. However, there are local parishes
that might be willing to loan one of these as they can only be run for 28 days at a time. The police had been
funding villages to have their own flashing indicators and maybe reopening the scheme again.

We need to talk to Kate Brown from Highways to get a proper speed recording system in place as all
residents at the meeting felt this was a problem. These would be cables in the road system. Multiple
locations need to be included as well as the road past Chitcombe up to Flint Cross. There is a lot of
late-night speeding through the village, some of it seems to be suspicious along Brown Lane. There is a
vehicle(s) travelling through at 1:15, 3:15 and 5:15 every night for months. We need to build a picture —
possibly with trail cameras - and notify the police. Trail cameras could also be useful in other places across
the village.

Although outside the parish, there used to be a sign near Washbattle reading “Slow Narrow Bridge”, could
this be reinstated as large vehicles do get stuck at this point.

Lots of traffic heading through the village to Wimbleball with canoes and paddleboards strapped to the
roof. Could the County Council redirect the traffic, especially that from Taunton and Wellington directions,
onto larger roads? This to be discussed with Kate Brown.

There are a very large number of horses in the Maundown, Washbattle, Huish Moor area. Could we
investigate the “Pass Wide and Slow” signs that are used on Exmoor?

Hedge cutting will be coming soon, the County Council will do 1m along the verge where necessary, but
most hedges belong to the adjacent landowners.

Action Points: -

1. DH to send out a message on Facebook re hedge cutting

2. Parish Council to explore purchase of trail cameras

3. Parish Council to discuss: - speeding assessments, redirecting Wimbleball traffic away from the
village, a “Slow Narrow Bridge” sign going down toward Washbattle Bridge from Maundown Hill
and “Slow down for horses” signs with Kate Brown from Highways.

Parish Council to purchase 4 green advisory speed signs to go by the planters and at Washbattle
Parish Council to talk to the police about flashing indicators

Residents to tie a High Viz jacket on a gatepost going up Maundown Hill

Washbattle parked cars are a problem for large vehicles turning

An odd number plate thing in a tree in Brown Lane, SK to investigate

PN
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