
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on - 
8th July 2025 at 7:30pm in the Village Hall 

 
Present: Stephen Kimsey (SK) (Chair), Dot Hayward (DH), Mary Abel (MA), Marc 
Vyvyan-Jones (MVJ), Sarah Payne (SPa) and Louise Cook (LC)  

 

No Discussion Action 

1 Apologies - Stephen Pugsley (SPu), Steve Powles (SPo), Chris Chanter (CC) & 
Francis Nicholson (FN). 

 

2 Declarations of Interest - none declared  

3 Updates from Somerset Council Councillors 
There will be a Teams meeting on devolving services to us, possibly hedge 
cutting, this hasn’t been as easy process. Highways have said the road to 
Clatworthy will finally be repaired over the summer. It is believed that insurance 
issues have complicated this repair. 

 

4 Minutes and matters arising-It was agreed that these were an accurate 
representation of the meeting on the 13th May 25. MA proposed they were 
accepted, MVJ seconded, and the minutes were accepted and signed off. 
The Wivey car park charging will not start until next year, and there will be a 
consultation before this. 
Boundary review is still continuing, please make sure you comment when the 
opportunity arises. 
Maundown hill won’t be resurfaced even though the surface is poor as it was 
done last year. A complaint has been put in on this and it was discussed at the 
LCN meeting. 
Tanners hill surface needs reporting 
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5 Planning-no issues at present  

6 Highways 
Scotts Hill road to Clatworthy should be repaired over the summer 
Grit bins-the bins at Coombe End and Tanners Hill need to be relocated. 
Coombe End could go to the grass verge in the village hall car park-Dot to ask 
the village hall committee. The Tanners Hill bin should go at the top of the 
hill-need to specify positions. 
Many of the finger post signs need repainting again. Louise is happy to do the 
Huish Moor sign and Stephen Kimsey happy to do the main one in the village. 
Some issues with the paths and bridleways becoming overgrown. Marc to tackle 
this next year. 
We would like people’s feedback on speeding in the village. Dot to draw up a 
notice for the website, the noticeboards and for Facebook. 
Dot to try emailing Kate Brown again 
Would a 30 MPH sign near the children’s playground be appropriate? 
Surveying for the new water pipeline for the new reservoir is going ahead, it will 
be many years before this is built, but there are some land ownership issues. 
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7 Exmoor panel meeting-next date to be confirmed  

8 Finances-It has been agreed to transfer the Parish Council’s bank accounts  
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from Lloyds Bank to Nat West. Lloyds have introduced a charge of £4.25 a 
month, whereas Nat West has no charges. 
The transfer of the old Community Account happened on the 1st July 2025. A 
total of £10,129.04 was transferred. A payment was made to SALC for £122.71 
and 3 lots of £4.25 charges were made for April to June. 
However the Community Instant Access account was not possible to transfer; it 
has a total of £1093.10 as at the 9th June 25. Last month it earned 73 pence 
interest. Eventually Dot was advised to complete a closure form from Lloyds, 
which has been countersigned by Louise and Mary, this will close the account 
and put all the money in the new Nat West account. We then need to open a 
higher interest account. 
Need to set up new payees, make a test payment, pay clerks wages and order 
an payment approval machine for Louise 
Parish Councillors expressed their gratitude to the Parish Clerk for all the hard 
work and time required to sort out the change of bank.  
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9 Emergency Plan/ Discussions with the village hall 
The parish council has a small amount of funds available to be used for the 
benefit of the community. A discussion was held with the Chair and Treasurer of 
the hall and the priorities were 

1.​ Obtaining good broadband-currently looking to move from EE to Three. 
Stephen K looking at line of sight connections, as well as OpenReach.  
Technological and others. 

2.​ Lawnmower for the field-The village hall to ask Willis and Grabham and 
Gliddons for advice and to discuss with Ross Brown ex cricket club if 
there are any second hand options. Health and Safety is an issue here 
as we would need volunteers to actually do the mowing. 

The hall was recently used as an emergency base during a search and rescue 
operation and they were very appreciative of the facilities. Learning from this 
maybe a toaster is required and is there a way to have the access code for the 
hall recorded on a central database. Stephen K to ask at the next LCN meeting if 
this exists. 
Could there be a high level storage cupboard for emergency equipment in the 
tables/chairs cupboard? 
A stile by the swings was also mentioned and Dot to raise at the village hall 
meeting next week. 
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10 New uses for the playing field As mentioned above  

11 AOB- None  

12 Date of Next Meeting:- 23rd Sept 2025 
Meeting closed at 9:30 
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